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ACTION EA- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SCA-01 

AID-05 10-10 OMB-01 /071 W 

087570 

R 180830Z EEB 75 
PM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6622 
INEO AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMCONSUL MEDAN 
AMCONSUL SURABAYA 

CONPIDENTIAL JAKARTA 2010 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT ID 

SUBJ: ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPPICE ON JANUARY 15 
DETAINEE RELEASES AND RETENTIONS 

REF: A. JAKARTA 1519 B. JAKARTA 15384 

1 . IN FIRST PUBLIC COMMENTARY ON LATEST DETAINEE 
RELEASES (REP A), SPOKESMAN POR ATTORNEY GENERAL'S 
OPFICE EEB 15 IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS PROM INDEPENDENT 
EVENING DAILY SINAR HARAPAN CONFIRMED RELEASE EEB 3 
OP PAHMI IDRIS AND IMAM WALUJO. (SINAR ARTICLE ALSO 
CITED "INPORMATION" THAT PERENNIAL YOUTH ACTIVISTS 
JULIUS USMAN AND BOETJE ALSO RELEASED AT ABOUT SAME 
TIME, BRINGING TOTAL OP KNOWN RELEASES TO 1 1.) A G 
SPOKESMAN PURTHER QUOTED AS SAYING THAT OTHER DETAINEES 
WHOSE ONE YEAR DETENTION PERIODS HAD EXPIRED COULD BE 
"RE-DETAINED" TO PERMIT PURTHER INVESTIGATION. 

2. COMMENT: SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT IS PIRST OFPICIAL 
GOI EXPLANATION OP BASIS POR CONTINUED DETENTION OP 
REMAINING UNTRIED JANUARY 15 DETAINEES. AS PREVIOUSLY 
NOTED (REP B), LACK OP SPECIFICITY IN LAW AS TO MAXIMUM 
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PERIODS HAS LEFT THIS AVENUE OPEN TO GOVERNMENT, BUT 
PROBABLY FOR PUBLIC IMAGE REASONS GOI HAD APPEARED 
HESITANT TO UTILIZE THIS OBVIOUS TECHNICALITY EVEN AFTER 
ONE YEAR DEADLINE HAD EXPIRED FOR MANY DETAINEES. ONE 
REPORT FROM DETAINEE FAMILY SOURCES INDICATED SECURITY 
AUTHORITIES AT ONE POINT ASKED SOME DETAINEES TO SIGN 
VOLUNTARY WAIVERS ALLOWING THEIR CONTINUED DETENTION- 
AND THAT DETAINEES HAD POLITELY DECLINED TO SIGN. 
PRESUMABLY PASSAGE OF TIME-AND REPORTERS' QUESTIONS- 
HAVE NOW FORCED GOVERNMENT TO ACKNOWLEDGE DISREGADING 
SPIRIT OF DETENTION LAW AND TO RESORT TO ESSENTIALLY 
LAME "RE-DETENTION" ARGUMENT. NEWSOM 
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